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The Caretaker Government

As a government that had not been popularly elected, the Fraser Caretaker Government had to
adhere to some ground rules. It was not to put into place new policies and was to avoid making
appointments [A13050, 4]. With the Appropriation Bills finally passed in the Senate, the
Caretaker Government rescinded the emergency measures of the previous Cabinet and restored
advertising, ministerial and departmental hospitality and the sending of Christmas cards.
However, Cabinet decided to continue to restrain budget expenditure as set out in the Hayden
Budget [A13050, 8].

In Decision 10, Cabinet affirmed that the Caretaker Government would not hold any inquiries
into the activities of the former Government during the election campaign [A13050, 10].
However, relations between the Caretaker Government and Treasury soured following Malcolm
Fraser’s claims that the previous Government had not fully revealed the extent of the economic
problems facing the Government. Some Treasury officers also objected to requests from the
Caretaker Treasurer, Phillip Lynch, for information on Budget expenditures, and wrote to the
Governor-General requesting clarification of the Caretaker Government’s guidelines. The Prime
Minister reiterated that his Government would ‘strictly and scrupulously’ adhere to the agreed
guidelines [A13050, 28 and A13050, 29].
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Decision 4 without submission, ‘Caretaker Government’, [A13050, 4]
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Decision 8 without submission, ‘Supply emergency measures’ [A13050, §]
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Decision 8 cont’d
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Decision 8 cont’d
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Decision 28 without submission, ‘Complaints to the Governor-General Regarding the
Caretaker Government’ [A13050, 28]
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Decision 28 cont’d
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Decision 29 without submission, ‘Specific Complaints to the Governor-General Regarding the
Caretaker Government’ [A13050, 29]
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