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Songs and honours

In 1973 the Whitlam Government asked the Australia Council to organise a contest to select a
new national anthem to replace ‘God Save the Queen’. The Council was unable to find an
anthem that it preferred to the existing ‘Advance Australia Fair’, ‘Waltzing Matilda’ and
‘Song of Australia’. After a poll by the Australian Bureau of Statistics ‘Advance Australia
Fair’ was adopted as the national anthem in 1974. The Fraser Government decided on
14 January 1976 that ‘God Save the Queen’ should be played on regal and vice-regal
occasions, but that popular consultation should be undertaken to select an anthem for
occasions when it was necessary to denote a separate Australian identity. Until then
organisers of civilian functions could play either ‘God Save the Queen’ or one of the three
Australian songs (Decision 56). On 4 May Cabinet expressed a strong preference for
‘Waltzing Matilda’ to be played at the Montreal Olympics (Decision 546). However a
plebiscite conducted in conjunction with the referenda on 21 May 1977 found that ‘Advance
Australia Fair’ was the preferred national anthem (43% of votes, compared with 28% for its
closest rival ‘Waltzing Matilda’) and it was formally adopted by the Hawke Government
in 1984.

At the suggestion of the Whitlam Government the Queen established the Order of Australia
in 1975 ‘for the purpose of according recognition to Australian citizens and other persons for
achievement or for meritorious service’. The Order included the categories of Companion,
Officer and Member. The Fraser Government decided on 14 January 1976 that the British
honours system should be reintroduced to operate concurrently with the Order of Australia
(Decision 57). On 24 May 1976 the Queen approved the addition of the categories of Knight
and Dame to the Order of Australia and also the introduction of a Medal of the Order of
Australia. The Knight and Dame categories were revoked in 1986.
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Decision 56, ‘Without Submission – Musical Salutes’ [A13075, 56]
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Decision 56 cont’d
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Decision 57, ‘Without Submission – Honours and Awards’ [A13075, 57]
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Decision 546, ‘Without Submission – Australian National Song for the Olympic

Games, Montreal, 1976’ [A13075, 546]
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Decision 546 cont’d


